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PREFACE 

There has been a break of two years in the publication of the 
Francis W. Parker School Year Books. This was due to the fact 
that the faculty deemed a new and radically improved course of study 
necessary, and voted, in the fall of 1915, to devote the faculty study 
and meeting time as far as possible to the preparation of a representa- 
tive school curriculum, with a view to publishing it as the fifth Year 
Book. 

The entire faculty was divided, according to their own choice, 
into the following committees : Committee on English, Committee on 
Foreign Languages, Committee on Science, Committee on History, 
Committee on Handwork, Committee on Art, and the Problems Com- 
mittee. This latter committee set out to find real problems, arising 
naturally in the lives of the children, and to make these problems the 
basis of the course of study. It reported to the faculty in a series of 
meetings, and at the end of the year presented plans for reorganizing 
the work of the school. 

While these plans provided opportunity for the exercise of a large 
measure of initiative and choice on the part of the pupil and the devel- 
opment of a scheme of self-government in the high school, they did not 
seem immediately practical in their entirety. The faculty discussions 
were stimulating and instructive, and influenced strongly current class- 
room teaching and the work of the other committees, but it was found 
at the end of the year that there was nothing rea,dy for publication. 

Of the other reports, that of the science committee was nearest 
to completion; and its members were asked, if possible, to get the 
science curriculum of the school in shape for publication in June, 
1917. Other matters of pressing importance for faculty consideration 
again delayed the work, so that the fifth Year Book is not being 
issued until July of the current year. It is hoped that this volume 
will prove useful to teachers of science in many schools, not as a 
finished, static product, but as describing the way in which one im- 
portant type of human experience and study is dealt with in one school. 

It is proposed that in the sixth Year Book an attempt be made 
to show how the World War for Freedom has influenced the class-room 
work and activities in our school. The title of this book will probably 
be Education During War Time. 

June, 1918. 



